The introduction of the National Immunisation Program 20 years ago was a catalyst for immunisation in Australia, resulting in significant improvements in immunisation coverage rates, reduced morbidity from diseases covered through the Program, and high community acceptance and support. At the same time, concerns about vaccine safety have grown, a paradoxical result of the success of vaccination and driven by a small cohort with strong anti-vaccination views. Vaccination is one of public health's greatest successes -while it's important to celebrate its success, we must also not become complacent. There is more work to be done, particularly to ensure those most at risk are also able to enjoy the benefits of immunisation.
The 1997 launch of the Immunise Australia Program (now known as that National Immunisation Program) proved to be a major catalyst for immunisation in Australia, establishing incentives for GPs and parents to immunise, school entry requirements, and national infrastructure to support policy and program improvements 
